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The basic principles behind ‘this type of
survey vehicle are disarmingly simple. Trail-
ing a neutrally-buoyant umbilical cable
behind it, the submersible drifts downstream
with the flow. Its on-board CCTV cameras
and floodlighting allow the operator to “fly”
it around the inner surface of the 4m x 4m
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depth, and, crucially, the ability to recover
the submersible at the end of the survey.

“And we had to be able to locate damaged
areas precisely in relation to the surface, and
do all this without interfering with Welsh
Water’s pumping schedules,” he adds.

A 7.2km umbilical was out of the question

IIUTE UIAIl SUM OI Water and could carry
other equipment, to measure wall thickness
or reinforcement cover for example. Info-
Tech has developed units to work in pipes as
small as 150mm diameter and tunnels as
large as 8m. Self-powered units, able to
manoeuvre independently, are another
option.



